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as nine lakhs of rupees (i lakh = /y,5oo). The Inchcape Com-
mittee brought down the expenditure to seven lakhs in 1923 and
the Retrenchment Committee of 1931 to four and a half lakhs.
More recently special grants have been made. It is hoped that
with the increasing interest evinced by all sections of the Indian
public in this branch of the Department's activities, adequate funds
will be forthcoming for the preservation of India's precious heritage.
Before passing on to Buddhist antiquities, which usher in India's
historical epochs, a brief reference may be made to the earlier
monuments. Among these, the wonderfully preserved prehistoric
city of Mohenjo-Daro in Sind stands pre-eminent. Here, as also at
Harappa, a scheme of preservation of the exposed brick remains
has already been started, and it is hoped that the principal features
of the town-planning, the streets, drains, houses and prominent
buildings, will be preserved for generations to come. The other
smaller sites discovered in Sind, Baluchistan and the Punjab cannot
unfortunately be taken in hand for preservation, unless their ex-
ploration has advanced considerably, and it is here that the future
spells havoc to these unprotected and unexplored treasure-houses of
past achievement.

The preservation of the crude dwellings and rock paintings left
by primitive man is one of the more difficult aspects of preservation
in India. At present, besides a few of these paintings near
Hoshangabad in the Central Provinces and in the Mirzapur hills
in the United Provinces, there are no other monuments of this type
under the care of the Archaeological Department. There must,
however, be scores of such remains lying hidden in more or less
inaccessible parts, to which the conservator's hand will have to be
extended some time or other.
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